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TAGS: ETRD CS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DISCRIMINATORY LEGISLATION 

REF: SAN JOSE 2051 

1. THE EMBASSY HAS NOW OBTAINED COPIES OF THE BILLS 
REFERRED IN REFTEL. EXAMINATION OF THE TEXT OF 

THE SECOND BILL, THE ONE THAT WOULD IMPOSE A TAX ON 
BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS WHICH MAINTAIN THEIR NAMES 
IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, SUGGESTS THAT SUCH ENTERPRISES 
AS MCDONALD S AND DAIRY QUEEN WOULD NOT BE AFFECTED. 
ARTICLE 3 OF THE TEXT STATES "EXEMPTED FROM THIS TAX ARE 
THOSE ESTABLISHMENTS, SOCIETIES AND COMMERCIAL 
ENTERPRISES THAT ARE BRANCHES OR AGENCIES OF COMPANIES 
WITH THEIR HEADQUARTERS ABROAD WHOSE NAMES THEY CARRY, 
AND WHICH ARE DULY INSCRIBED IN THE CORRESPONDING 
REGISTRY." 

2. THE EMBASSY DOUBTS, THEREFORE, THAT IT WILL BE 
WORTHWHILE MAKING ANY INTERVENTION WITH RESPECT TO 
THAT BILL. THE EMBASSY IS POUCHING THE TEXT OF 

BOTH BILLS. 
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